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[The 1954 Annual Membership meeting of the Methodist Fed- 
‘tion for Social Action brought together Federation members 
pm across the country at the YMCA Hotel in Chicago on 
gust 12-14 just prior to the convening of the World Council 
Churches meeting in nearby Evanston. It was an occasion for 
bh fellowship, high inspiration and worship, and for careful 
jiberation and decision, both on questions of organization 
1 on program stands as to current issues. 


Deep appreciation was voiced for the courageous leadership 
| M.F.S.A. president, Dr. Loyd F. Worley, who was unan- 
pously re-elected. Other officers were also selected for the com- 
; year together with Executive Committee and National Com- 
ee members. Those who accept nomination will appear on 
: confirmation mail ballot to be sent all voting MFSA mem- 
xs. 

MFSA budget for the coming year was adopted and ideas for 
ising it discussed. Plans for Executive Committee meetings 
ring the coming year were laid, and it was voted to hold the 
55 Membership meeting in the West, probably next July at 
: Methodist Conference Grounds at Lake Tahoe. 


ederation members (and their families also) are urged to 
sn their 1955 vacations now so as to attend the 1955 Mem- 
cship meeting at this inspiringly beautiful summer camp- 
vund. The Program Committee for next years meeting, al- 
‘dy constituted, will welcome all member suggestions for 
sakers and program at the 1955 meeting. 
e recent 1954 meeting attracted interested church mem- 
who joined the Federation for the first time. It was agreed 
ing the coming year to push new memberships in the Fed- 
tion and also non-membership subscriptions to Social Ques- 
Bulletin at $2.00 per year, for persons wishing to keep 
bormed on current social questions and on Federation develop- 
pnts, yet _not now desiring membership. It was also agreed to_ 
ourage bundle orders of the Bulletin at reduced rates for all 
rmbers and friends interested in wider Bulletin distribution. 
ordingly, you who read this are urged to take the fol- 
ving authorized action: 
lL. Send name and address of the person (or persons) to whom 
1 will give non-membership subscriptions to the Bulletin at 
(00 per subscription per year. If you are one of the numerous 
ral Federationists giving more than the voting membership 
aimum of $5.00 a year, no further payment is necessary for 
many gift subscriptions as your additional up-to-date Fed- 
contribution will cover. 

yu can use advantageously five or more copies of the 
Wetin 1 each issue for your personal distribution and promotion, 
se can now be secured at the sharply reduced rate of only 
per individual Bulletin subscription per year. 
nd now your own Bulletin Bundle order and the name 
| address of those to whom you would have the Bulletin go 
a gift to MFSA, Box 327, Gresham, Oregon. 
195 bership meeting formulated and adopted the 
‘stands on Hey social issues of our time: 


ore 


SUMMER, 


MFSA 1954 PROGRAM STANDS: 


Il. In Defense of Racial Equality 


decision is in harmony with the o 


The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, seeks to deepen within the Church, the sense of social obli- 
gation and opportunity to study, from the Christian point of view, social 
problems and their solutions and to promote social action in the spirit 
of Jesus. The Federation stands for the complete abolition of war. 
The Federation rejects the method of the struggle for profit as the 
economic base for society and seeks to replace # with social-economic 
planning to develop a society without class or group discriminations 
and privileges. In seeking these objectives the Federation does not com- 
mit its members to any specific program, but remains an inspirational 
and educational agency, proposing social changes by democratic decision, 
not by violence. 


1954 


our government, in the interest of the peace and reconciliation to 
which the Gospel of Jesus compels us, to use every opportunity for 
negotiations in the search for peaceful settlement of international dif- 
ferences and conflicts. The Geneva Conference effected through 
negotiations an end to the long, bloody conflict in Indo-China, gave 
the long subjugated people of Indo-China the opportunity to de- 
termine their own future through ballots rather than bullets, and 
gave the world its first respite of peace for many years. 


Now we urge our government to enter into negotiations with the 
other interested powers looking toward a settlement of the war- 
threatening division in and over Germany. We ask our government 
to seek a settlement at last in Germany through disarmament rather 
than rearmament, through abating rather than intensifying the dan- 
gerous arms race and great power conflict, through a Germany 
neutralized and pledged to peace rather than armed and allied for 
war, whether with one power bloc or the other. Let us seek a 
Germany united, democratic, and independent—within a framework 
which will hold no threat for any of its neighbors, to the East or 
to the West. 

Free Colonial Peoples 

Supreme Court Justice Douglas recently warned that another Indo- 
China threatens today in North Africa, where the peoples of Tunisia 
and Morocco struggle for full independence against colonial rule. 
In the interest of that “deliverance of the captives” for which Jesus, 
like Moses, stood, we urge our government to use its offices and 
influence in the United Nations and wherever possible, to speed the 
coming of full independence and genuine self-determination for the 
Tunisian and Moroccan peoples, and for all peoples now subject to 
foreign colonial rule. 

Eliminate Atomic and Hydrogen Weapons 

As followers of the Prince of Peace, standing for the complete 
abolition of war, we call upon our government to cease manufacture 
and stock-piling of atomic and hydrogen bombs, and to discontinue 
the testing of all nuclear weapons. We urge that the use of all 
such weapons be outlawed by international agreement, and call upon 
Federationists and all Methodists to work toward that end. 

Progress Towards Universal Disarmament 

We urge that the American goverment work through the United 
Nations for universal disarmament. We recognize that attainment of 
this objective is not practicable immediately, but we believe that its 
eventual acceptance will require continuous advocacy. 

We point out that American endorsement of disarmament needs to 
be accompanied by persistent effort to achieve mutual understanding 
between the United States and the Communist nations—especially 
the Soviet Union—in the hope of developing good will as a basis for 
enduring peace. The almost universal craving of humanity is for 
the substitution of negotiation in place of war and the threat of eas 

asthe ultimate solution to- international tensions. ———— eer = 


Avoid Resort to War 
The Far East is the tinder box in the present struggle for world 
power. Unfortunately we seem to depend more on physical might in 
our approach to the Orient than on reason and understanding. 


The position of Syngman Rhee that the issue in Korea can best 
be dealt with by an appeal to the sword, appears a counsel of des- 
peration and folly, while the threat of a western senator to lead a 
re to take the United States out of the United Nations, should 

the Peoples Republic of China be voted membership, represents a 
unilateral move that would immediately alienate our friends and 
announce to the world our complete bankruptcy of responsible leader- 
ship and moral understanding. 

Support and Universalize United Nations 

The United Nations has proved its worth as a constructive means 
to a peaceful world especially in its service agencies such as UNESCO, 
WHO, etc. We support President Eisenhower in his opinion that it is 


the world’s best instrument against war. The suggestion that the U.N. | 


be converted into an alliance against Communism is a counsel of 
moral stupidity and political unwisdom. Communication amongst na-— 
tions is a constant need, and the United Nations alone provides an 
adequate forum. Instead "of limiting its function, we should encourage 
the effort to make membership universal and hence ensure a true — 
parliament of mankind. as 


- End Discrimination and Segregation : : 

We hail the significant and unanimous decision of the 
States Supreme Court illegalizing all _ Public school segregation. | 
i American ideal of equé 
and justice for all. Te. is the fruit: of long Gene ee 
crimination and s ati by man: 1 
Sie the "thea ati Sc ‘er 


*y 


go on, for the virus of racial inequality and segregation is still with 
us‘in our Methodist Church as well as in .our national life. To the 
continuing battle for uncurbed racial equality and brotherhood, we 
pledge ourselves anew. We call on our Federal and State governments 
through administrative action and_ legislation to act with greater 
speed on long neglected and needed civil rights legislation—against 
segregation in interstate travel, against discrimination in employment, 
against the poll tax which disfranchises the poor, etc. In harmony 
with our call on our Church to move with far greater speed to- 
ward the elimination of the widespread racial discrimination and legal- 
ized segregation in its own midst, we once again ask every Methodist 
minister to follow the injunction of John Wesley and call from house 
to house to invite and win into all of our local churches the sur- 
rounding children of our Father and God, irrespective of color or race. 


In Defense of Democratic Liberties 
Abolish Unconstitutional Congressional Committees 


Our American system of government provides a _ separation of 
powers: executive, legislative, judicial. The Constitution of the United 
States, through its First Amendment, specifically and unambiguously 
prohibits Congress from interfering with free exercise of religion, 
free expression, or free assembly—rights belonging without reserva- 
tion to the people. The Velde committee in the House and_ the 
similar Jenner and McCarthy sub-committees in the Senate, have 
consistently violated the American system’s separation of powers by 
assuming the powers of the judiciary. These committees also have 
contravened the American Constitution by abridging free expression, 
free assembly, and free exercise of religion. A tree, said Jesus, should 
be known by its fruits. If it brings forth no good fruit, but only evil 
fruit, the axe, taught Jesus, should be laid at the root of the tree. 
To preserve the American system of government and Bill of Rights 
to which we are loyal, we call, therefore, for abolition of the House 
committee on Un-American Activities, the Senate sub-committee on 
Internal Security, and the Permanent Senate sub-committee on In- 
vestigations. 


Democracy and Free Advocacy Stand Together 

In a world in which people are seeking and experimenting with 
freedom and self govemment, we American Christians have a special 
responsibility to uphold basic principles which have been a part of 
our heritage in the evolution of our freedom and democracy. 

Truth can only be discovered when individuals are free to seek out 
the alternative facts on points of view about a given situation or 
belief, and to allow that individual to express and openly advocate 
those beliefs for others to consider. 

_By love and respect for the convictions of others, even though we 
differ with them, we grow stronger and closer to the truth than we 
ever can be if we prohibit the open advocacy of ideas and _ beliefs. 

As Christians, we must be prepared to accept this principle in our 
religious institutions and also in our social and political relations. 
This means we cannot approve of the prohibition of individuals 
writing, speaking, or openly advocating their political beliefs, alone 
or with others, as well as their religious convictions. 


Protest the Brownell Bills 

_The Eisenhower administration compromised with McCarthyism by 
giving support tq Brownell-Ferguson-Reed bills, the so-called ‘“anti- 
subversion” bills. These bills constituted a threat to labor and to 
civil and religious liberties and were even opposed by the New York 
Times and the Wall Street Journal. We are especially grateful for 
the opposition mustered by organized labor, the United Electrical Work- 
ers in particular. Churchmen interested in closer ties with labor have 
been embarrassed by the endorsement given Mr. Brownell by his 
apperance before the Methodist Men’s Convocation at Purdue this 
past summer, x 


Defeat McCarthyism 


_ We of the M.F.S.A. have consistently held to the Christian optimistic 
view that free exchange of ideas and free association is the way to 
come to right conclusions. We are encouraged at this time by the 
trend which has brought many political and religious leaders to take 
a strong stand against the type of legislative inquiry and witch 
hunting known as McCarthyism. We urge that fullest advantage be 
taken of this trend toward the defeat of McCarthyism. 


Support Freedom of Travel 

As followers of One who went about doing good, fraternizing 
with all sorts and conditions of men, and breaking down the middle 
walls of partition, we deplore the barriers of any kind which tend 
to divide the world’s peoples. The basic right of freedom of travel 
exercised by Jesus and Paul must not be denied to any of God’s 
children. The highest human values and truth itself can be counted on 
to hold their own in the free market place of ideas. 

Thus we favor full freedom of travel and discussion, and would 
encourage western Christians to visit the peoples of the east in mis- 
sions of reconciliation. We look upon the World Council of Churches 
as a powerful influence for peace because it brings together repre- 
sentatives of the separated peoples. At the same time, we deny 
that any good purpose has been served by our government in ex- 
cluding and restricting some delegates, 


For a Free Prophetic Ministry 
We reaffirm the right and the duty of the Christian preacher to 
sound the prophetic note in proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
without being penalized on account of it by his church. And we 


do furthermore claim for the parish minister his full rights as a citizen 
to labor without ceasing for a Christian social 
will of God shall be done. 


order in which the 
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Replace Wal 
_ Under 


We deplore the injustices and cruelties of a law such as the 
Walter-McCarran Act which President Truman labeled in his veto 
message to Congress on June 25, 1952, as “worse than the infamous 
Alien and Sedition Act of 1798.” We call for its repeal and for 
public hearings on the proposed Lehman-Celler bill as a substitute. 

We urge our members to come to the defense of David Hyun be 
sending contributions for such to our treasurer, the Reverend 
Peet, and by appeal to Attorney General Brownell to stop deporta- 
tion proceedings against this man. : | 

Bishop eat Chamberlain Baker of our Methodist Church has 
recently stated, “I have known the Hyuns for 25 years. The father 
was one of my ministers. I have taken part in the effort to save 
David and am still taking part. . . . I do not believe David Hyun 
is angerous person.” 
3 es Ge me our local chapters to aid in the defense of 
Walter-McCarran Act defendants in their respective conferences and 
communities. We heartily commend the work of the American Com= 
mittee for the Protection of Foreign Born in their defense of the 
victims of the. Walter-McCarran Act. x 

A Resolution of Commendation 3 

On July 80, 31, 1953, the Rev. Jack R. McMichael was questioned 
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities under the chair- 
manship of Rep. Harold Velde (R., Ill.) The greatest problem which 
Mr. McMichael faced was that he was not always allowed to give 
his own answers to questions asked. We of the M.F.S.A. commend 
- our former Executive Secretary for his courageous, able, and honest 
stand before the committee, which had publicized false charges based 
on perjured testimony of paid, professional informers. We note fro: 
the record of the hearing that none of the questions asked even — 
implied that Mr. McMichael had done anything immoral or un= 
Christian. We giveour_wholehearted__vote__of confidence in this 
preacher of the Gospel and pray that his work will continue in the f 
vineyard of our Lord. Surely the spirit of love which Brother Mc- 
Michael is exhibiting in his present work, and in his _concem for 
God’s children everywhere, is consistent with the ministry in the 
tradition of the New Testament Prophet. , 


ON OUTLAWING THE COMMUNIST PARTY 


In confusing, closing hours, Congress struck a great blov { 
against American democracy. In our origins and glory we stood 
for freedom; minorities could offer, and majorities consider, an | 
proposal. Our fathers affirmed such liberty God-given. The First 
Amendment prohibited any law abridging free expression oF 
assembly. In the “Communist Control Act of 1954,” congressmen 
and the president violate their oath to uphold the Constitution” 
and destroy free expression and assembly for “communists’—_ 
a term defined loosely to include all who promote any Com- | 
munist Party objective, e.g., a ban on racial discrimination which 
many seek as Christians. al 

This act outlaws a particular group on finding it guilty of 
crime (the courts’ function alone under our separate powers 
system). Congressmen trained in American law and govern- | 

| 


ment know this law is a Bill of Attainder, and thus both un 
constitutional and un-American. : 
“Of what are ye afraid, O ye of little faith?” Jesus’ question 
has urgent timeliness for our leaders. Have they lost all fai 
in freedom and the people? Did they fear Communists (now off 
the ballot) could defeat Democrats or Republicans in some elec- 
tionP Did they believe Americans lacked reason and _ needed 
protection from communist ideas? ; 
Congress “liberals” resurrected a languishing bill outla 
the Communist Party introduced earlier by Martin Dies. 
stampeding it through Congress in a demagogic vote-seekin 
maneuver, they showed “liberals,” in dealing with “communists,” 
could be as illiberal, unconstitutional, and dangerous as any 
McCarthy. , ui 
In Fascist Germany, Italy and Japan, outlawing commun 
was a first step to war and fascism. Lincoln observed forg: 
chains for minorities forges chains for ourselves. In a fasc 
America, Humphreys and Morses might well sit with co 
munists in the concentration camps already ‘built under an — 
vetoed by President Truman as putting “our government 
thought control.” ; ta 
To cure our nation’s sickness, Congress “liberals” are want 
Let our churches give us principled men and women who : 
betray freedom for anti-communist pottage, who at 
love and faith of Jesus h “makes men — 
free, and displaces our deat fears and hat 
i icient number | al 
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ANNUAL PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 1, pr. Loyp F. WORLEY 


In June, 1953, at Palos Park, Illinois, my name was offered 
as president of the Methodist Federation for Social Action. I 
aad been approached by the nominating committee but had 
urged them to seek other leadership. When better known and 
more able leadership seemed unavailable, I accepted the re- 
sponsibility with a clear statement that I understood the Fed- 
eration was absolved of charges currently mouthed of imperial- 
istic totalitarian communist association. For my part, I had never 
seen any justification for such ridiculous charges. I am confident 
that Bishop McConnell would not have maintained his life-long 
yoyalty to the MFSA if he had had any misgivings concerning 
sts objectives and program in harmony with Christian and demo- 
rratic principles. 

I was instructed by the 1953 annual meeting ‘to send a greet- 
mg to Bishop McConnell and I have been assured“ that he re- 
eeived it with real satisfaction. It is well to recall his words 
»oncerning the Federation in what was probably his last written 
work, “By the Way,” his autobiography. He wrote, “The Fed- 
— is almost always under fire for one thing or another. 
till, we have to remember that the foes it fights are those which 
poday are the chief hindrances to making society Christian.” 

As we meet again in annual meeting in August of 1954 in 
Chicago, we are glad to report that the Federation retains a 
polid core of loyal Methodists firmly resolved to promote within 
pne church a sense of social obligation as an inspirational and 
ducational agency, proposing social changes by democratic 
pecision and not by violence, developing a society without class 
r group discriminations and privileges. The MFSA is a fellow- 
hip, having completed a life span of forty-six years in which 
bo one is committed to the support of any political party, or any 
poecial theory, or to agreement with the opinions of any other 
aember. We have never overstepped the proprieties of an un- 

icial free fellowship and we have never claimed to speak for 
ne Methodist church. We ask for ourselves only what we ask 
pr others: freedom to inquire, to speak, and to persuade in the 
oirit of the Christian gospel. From this objective we shall not 
pe frightened or bullied by timid souls or fierce antagonists. 
10 give ground before false accusations would delight con- 
wessional investigating committees but would be more than an 

barrassment to the church. In this connection the New York 
times said editorially on September 25, 1953, “Representative 
pelde’s committee has shown evidence of not knowing the dif- 
rence between social reform and communism—and allowing 
ae reputations of great ministers of religion to be attacked on 
aat basis.” 
‘The Federation has operated this past year on a Regional 
an with divided responsibility. Rev. Jack McMichael, as one 
‘ the Associate secretaries, has done an outstanding job in 
iting the Social Questions Bulletin. He has brought to our 
ttention many issues and many facts which informed leaders 
religion should know. Rev. Mark Chamberlin as Associate 
charge of office and membership has served efficiently and 
crificially in promoting, mailing and accounting. Dr. Willard 
pphaus has kept us in touch with the movement to defend 
‘ligious freedom and has represented us there. The record of 
ee year should include the timely support mustered by the 
pev. Lee Ball when Mr. McMichael was summoned to Wash- 
ton and the faithful accounting as treasurer of the Rev. 
Hward L. Peet. With a reduced budget this year and in re- 
eonse to last minute letter appeals, the Federation closes the 
sar without a staggering deficit. We do carry a moral obliga- 
on to Mr. Chamberlin on a salary item, but all other bills 
se paid. The most obvious weakness has been the lack of leader- 
lip in the central part of the nation. If we could find the 
ght person, preferably a capable woman, or possibly a retired 
nister, living in the middle west, our cause would greatly 
nefit. 73g 
‘Speaking before a great Methodist convocation on Evangelism 
Philadelphia last June, Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam challenged 
vyone to name a single Methodist minister in a feecnla 
sition who was a Communist. In July, he made a spectacular 


tt ee made every effort to produce some evidence to refute and 


eet one 


d effective protest directly to the Velde committee. The com-— 


confound Bishop Oxnam. The committee held secret hearings 
in July in New York and in contempt of the rules of the house 
of representatives gave publicity to statements of ex-commun- 
ists without allowing the accused persons any opportunity to 
defend themselves. Among others, the names of valiant fighters 
for social righteousness, Jewish and Protestant, now deceased, 
were ruthlessly smeared. Dr. Harry F. Ward prepared a de- 
tailed analysis of these hearings when the transcript of testi- 
mony was finally made available. Interested persons should send 
a dollar to the Religious Freedom Committee, Room 704, 118 
East 28th Street, New York, for full information concerning this 
inter-faith group upholding the First Amendment to the Con- 
stitution which forbids legal steps prohibiting the free exercise 
of religion. 

As president of the Methodist Federation for Social Action, 
since our group was mentioned, I made a formal protest to the 
Hon. Hugh Scott, junior chairman of the subcommittee on Rules 
of the House of Representatives. I made a similar protest to 
Attorney General Brownell and sent telegrams to Senators Hen- 
drickson and Langer concerning the type of paid informers 
being used. To date, one acknowledgment has come from Mr. 
Brownell’s office, but the others have ignored the matter. 

The publicity and the subpoena to Mr. McMichael require 
no more than a passing reference. If you have not read the 
transcript of testimony, I urge you to write your congressman 
for the document, “Hearings Regarding Jack R. McMichael,” 
July 30 and 31, 1958, or send $1.25 to Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. Those 
of you who have read the full transcript will agree that Mr. 
McMichael gave a good account of himself, and we all have 
reason to be proud of him. As one national radio commentator 
put it, “The Velde committee had evidently planned to make 
a whipping boy of McMichael but he would not stand still to 
be whipped.” Although he had every right to protect himself 
by the Fifth Amendment, Jack faced his accusers single handed 
and stood his ground. In this connection, I am happy to quote 
a resolution recently adopted by the New York East Annual 
Conference concerning him, “We commend his courage and 
his faith.” 

The Velde committee endeavored to get itself off the hook 
by referring the case to the Department of Justice. There it has 
been for over a year. During all that time, Mr. McMichael has 
never known when he might be summoned by arrest or where 
or how he might obtain bail. Thus one of the by-products of 
McCarthyism strikes at a minister in good standing in one of 
our Methodist conferences. Thus a faithful pastor of a local 
parish is forced to carry on his work with this threat hanging 
over him. We are glad to note that his church is loyal; that its 
contribution to World Service has doubled and it has prospered 
spiritually. But it seems to me that some one with influence _ 
with the Department of Justice should be able to get this case 
considered by judicial processes. Could it be that the attorney 
general’s office recognizes how vulnerable are its paid ex-Com- 
munist informers? Since the case is so obviously weak does it 
hope it may be forgotten by the public? | 3 

As I understand it, the Federation has never sought to avoid 
a fair and responsible investigation by any properly constituted 


_ authority, legal or ecclesiastical. The MFSA has protested against 


biased publicity in newspapers and magazines. It has protested 
against being singled out from other unofficial groups and pub- 
lications using the name “Methodist.” At the September, 1953, _ 
meeting of the executive committee in Denver, a formal request 
was drafted to the Council of Bishops requesting them to in- 
vestigate the Federation by any plan they thought best. The 
bishops replied formally declining to do so since the Federa- 
tion was an unofficial organization. Unfortunately, that factor 
did not prevent them from making a damaging statement about 
the Federation between the publication of the “Pink Fringe” 
article and the 1952 General Conference. 4 ie 
It seems to me that now is the time to call attention to the 
injustice of the whole situation in view of the Resolution of the 


tion for Social Action (unofficial) has continued to use the word 
‘Methodist’ in connection with its name despite widespread ob- 
jection to its doing so.” On this point, I would ask as I did in 
the subcommittee of the State of the Church at San Francisco, 
“Who has objected and in what form was the objection raised? 
Was it voiced in thin air or was it addressed to our fellowship 
in a way to produce action? Was consideration given to the fact 
that the MFSA has a constitution; that the name is a constitutional 
matter, and that it can only be changed by prescribed and def- 
inite procedure?” When I asked this question in the subcom- 
mittee, there was silence among the “Circuit-riders” in the group. 
Evidently they thought the MFSA was conducted by undemo- 
cratic procedures and that some officer or small clique could 
wave a wand and change the name because they had heard 
some Texas oil millionaire Methodist didn’t like it. But accord- 
ing to the record, the executive committee did take every pos- 
sible step to effect a change of name but the un-intelligent 
criticism by enemies of the Federation caused the rank and 
file of membership to refuse any change. Many critics who 
wanted the name changed used tactics which stymied such a 
possibility. 

While most of you know that I have personally favored the 
change of name since long before the “Circuit-riders” began 
their rough-shod methods, I have come to the position of not 
urging it unless and until the Federation is granted an oppor- 
tunity to state its case and defend its position by judicial pro- 
ceeding before responsible church authorities. I refuse to sub- 
mit to a lynching by congressional committees or by “Circuit- 
riders.” If and when the Federation is given a fair hearing, I 
shall suggest as a new name, “The McConnell Fellowship for 
Social Action.” Our Congregational friends have a “Washington 
Gladden Fellowship.” Our Baptist friends a “Rauschenbush Fel- 
lowship.” Certainly this proposal should be fair all the way 
around. We have no desire to embarass the Methodist church 
which we love. On the whole, we believe that the history of our 
activity has reflected credit to the church. But if the General 
Conference prefers to believe biased propaganda, we should not 
spend our efforts defending a name. The General Conference 
of 1952 made two demands (mis-named ‘requests’) of the MFSA. 
The Federation has gone half-way in compliance. I shall be 
happy if it goes the whole way after it has had an opportunity 
of a fair hearing. 


We rejoice in the establishment of the official Board of Social 
and Economic Relations. It was long over-due and represents a 
long sought objective of many members of the MFSA. It has an 
opportunity to cultivate areas in the church which have been 
neglected. Nevertheless I feel the necessity of the MFSA with 
its pioneering spirit to stimulate the growing edge of social 
concern. There are always new trails to be broken. And we need 
to remember that the “Circuit-riders” have other objectives than 
the demise of the MFSA. They have openly stated opposition to 
the program of the Christian Social Relations Department of the 
Woman's Society of Christian Service. They have announced the 
intention of doing something about the Church School literature 
and the National Council of Methodist Youth. Is anyone so naive 
as to believe there is nothing significant in a suggestion recently 
printed over a “Circuit-rider” name to the effect that payments 
to World Service might be withheld by those who do not en- 
dorse the work of the Board of World Peace? And already the 
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Board of Social and Economic Relations is under fire. And it 
will be, no matter how careful it is to be factual and objective. 
In June, I attended the bi-ennial meeting of Congregational 
and Christian Churches in New Haven. The arguments offered 
against their constructive Social Action group, which is official, 
sounded very familiar. Consequently, the Federation may be 
useful in the future as a lightning rod or as a pony “out-rider, 
or as a cruiser shielding a convoy through a submarine area. We 
can be tough enough to withstand attacks and permit others 
to continue useful work in the area of social evangelism. 

We can take.to“heart the words of Elmer Davis in his recent 
book, “But We Were Born Free.” He says, “The first and 
great commandment is, Don’t let them scare you. For the men 
who are trying to do this to us are scared themselves. They are” 
afraid that what they think will not stand critical examination; 
they are afraid that the principles on which this republic was” 
founded and has been conducted are wrong. They will tell you” 
that there is a hazard in the freedom of the mind, and of course 
there is, as in any freedom. In trying to think right, you run the 
risk of thinking wrong; But there is no hazard at all, no uncer_— 
tainty, in letting somebody else tell you what to think; that is 
sheer damnation. The frightened men who are trying to frighten ~ 
us, because they have no faith in their country, are wrong; even ~ 
wronger are the smart men who are trying to use the frightened” 
men for their own ends.” | 


Of course there is the gesture of appeasement to religion by 
the announcement of a new stamp for overseas mail, especially ~ 
carrying the legend, “In God We Trust.” And the salute to the © 
flag will now refer to our nation “under God.” It all sounds 
strangely like the German slogan in the first World War, “Gott” 
mit uns.” And we are drawn up sharp by recalling the words ~ 
of Jesus, “Why do you call me Lord and not do what I tell you?” | 

I could continue, but I insist that the evidence which I have 
taken time to examine this past year convinces me of the im-- 
portance of continuing to support the Federation. Basic religious 
freedom is at stake when anyone succumbs to propaganda which 
discourages and limits freedom of fellowship, of inquiry and ~ 
study and of social evangelism for justice and for peace. Let us 
close ranks to fill the places of those who have been intimidated, 
Let us recruit new members. Let us continue to witness for the 
ideals which inspired our founders as we begin the 47th year 
of our fellowship. 3 


Two Special Resolutions 


Commend Social and Economic Relations Board : 
We commend the work of the Board of Social and Economie 
Relations under the leadership of Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke and 
Rev. A. Dudley Ward. The Board is giving splendid support 
to the Social Creed and its provisions in areas of the Church 
which have not hitherto been reached. 
We call attention of Conference and local church boards te 
the resources which have been published, and which are de- 
pendent upon them for distribution. . 


ARMAND GUERRERO: HE KEPT THE FAITH N 
We wish to pay the highest memorial tribute to Rev. 
Armand Guerrero who passed away early in 1953. Through- 
out his Christian ministry he was a courageous spokesman for 
social justice, and he was untiring in his fight for a more 
Christian society. He was a long-time member of the MFSA 
and undoubtedly the strongest advocate of the Federation 
and its most active leader. in’ Chicago and the Rock 
Conference. His untimely death is a tragic loss to our chure 
community, and nation, but the memory. of his life and s 
is an inspiration to all who knew him and his work. 
wish to convey this expression of our tribute to his vy 
and two daughters. — aos 5 Sine 


